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Dear Daniela,

As corporate lawyers practicing in Europe, we are navigating an ever-evolving
landscape shaped by the confluence of globalisation, rapid technological advancements,
and regulatory shifts. Our mission, as always, is to stay ahead of the curve, ensuring
that we are not only informed about these changes but also proactive in responding to
them. For this purpose, we see an increasing necessity of a European-wide information-
sharing network, that would enable corporate lawyers to identify their roles and fit
within businesses on a larger scale.

As the EU has successfully harmonised a number of business-related areas (with
Commissioner for Justice Didier Reynders just yesterday discussing a proposed upgrade
for the Company Law Directive), local legislation is bound to have a decreasing
importance for in-house counsel. However, the cultural distinctions and traditions that
define the uniqueness of each EU Member State still keep Europe as vibrant as it has
ever been. Would any country other than France show such solidarity towards a
controversial pension reform? Or how many European countries would see one of the
two major grocery store chains have its non-franchised stores close down as a sign of
protest towards franchising said stores, as it is happening currently in Belgium? We in-
house lawyers know and understand that in some instances, the cultural contrast of a
neighboring country can be more stark in comparison with a jurisdiction eight time
zones away. That is what makes Europe great - our unitedness in broader ambitions
and goals, while retaining our own quirks and identity.




Upcoming events and courses

We have a variety of activities planned in the near future. Whether you are a legal
leader or have just started out at a junior role, our benefits ensure that you can expand
on your capabilities and skills in a way most suitable for you.
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General Counsel Roundtable series

For General Counsel and Heads of Legal Departments, our two upcoming online

Roundtables, 20 April on Foreign Direct Investments (FDI) and 11 May on M&A Trends.
Furthermore, our fifth iteration of our Rome Antitrust Roundtable will take place at the
end of June. Highly impactful and always exciting - we are delighted to return to Rome!

e 20 April (Online): Foreign Direct Investments (FDI)

e 11 May (Online): M&A Trends

e 29-30 June (Rome, Italy): Antitrust and Competition Law
o Venue: Rome Cavalieri Waldorf Astoria

— Registration can be done by clicking the link here.



https://3wgmf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/KsD52ptGp7B9f546A9Q1lSO2uwTQCHq9Bv_ulSCzsMBoMWKSuB1OXNRAkenO5bmOVP9n5VSBiLtg03dhJC09H75I1Tnt-RhIK7NHgBViT7pOZF1E0bnxKseTS3Bm2iKBbs7TBn89Ei6alYcKOms2qRJZ838WpYCUF7hUQjBFAYxLZtk0Io1s2RFdo6v1fW67JwlSArGXDN_ixWCB0BSnCVVR8NV6qgHKqCAi6g
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Legal Disruption: 15-16 May in Paris

Legal Disruption, our in-house focused conference on disruptive trends in legal
departments, will kick off 2023 with a full-day event in Paris. The conference will bring
high-level legal experts and legal solution experts together to discuss disruptive legal
trends, optimal tools and solutions and advice on process improvement.

We have a very exciting lineup planned for the conference. Significant discount
available for our members - ultimately our goal is to bring lawyers across Europe
together to network and share best practices and we hope that this way you can
convince your business better of the value to join us in Paris.

— Registration can be done by clicking the link here.

ECLA 40th Anniversary Conference

This year, ECLA is proud to celebrate its 40th anniversary! Time really does fly by when
the CJEU misinterprets your profession in several judgments across the decades.

We are happy to invite everyone to celebrate with us in Frankfurt, Germany, at the
Hotel Melia Frankfurt City. As of today, we have opened registrations and have put
together a framework overview of the event for you to understand what topics will be
discussed. Ultimately, the event is about time - where will the profession be when
ECLA celebrates its 100th anniversary? What about the 50th, a decade from now? What
about now, as we are celebrating our 40th? Technology is evolving, our roles are
evolving, our expertise is evolving. We are not static.

If you would like to join us as a speaker, please get in touch with us (e.g. by replying
to this email)! We are always looking for passionate lawyers of all seniorities who want
to utilise the ECLA platform for sharing their own expertise and thoughts.

— Registration can be done by clicking the link here.



https://3wgmf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/OJ6cnH6KFMrOsTdytepHvOb5gRfSoeGGBL_gJEpbGiEjGBh-3_ISAkF3D_2m93AHJUnU1OULGpun4YBEQtYgtR54BPqR_OSBBHBjLHyaUWUIPiZ1HvrT6zl-nS5p-_CaPYxKhQ2jI3T7qophOAnskXFvPu5LZN0antJUDBRumv0POzEJkHqupbevKgRm5BRFTAQ_LO7Od_3ZjwZcLSwzwRvpXHNrxA
https://3wgmf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/bA3Co7DVnDL8x3o-UFsGqiMP0Bw_5A0NhZot8cL3rpKHBuhy-7xd7aup0uETIjJXYkfAWpZTFDeXM9m_9GyZj30xWfNDlq4_g4BkzL9viRlD218wb2JxJY53NFmKNt6oA1NqXRwrBOwnxu_mK1MG2mnHTSdgUNmoW7DqcFj1HUqECK83EH_YlaLMVByqvScRgUxLexd-6laFBYnb78qrlMrQcXvhnGKW

CORPORATE COUNSEL
ACADEMY

Get yourself and your colleagues certified!

We are also running several certification courses in 2023. The courses are tailored for
the activities and challenges that company lawyers in Europe must address and are
ideal for enhancing your legal skills with high efficiency and convenience.

e 4 April - 16 May (7 weeks, Every Tuesday from 09:00-10:30 CEST) - Drafting
International Contracts
o Highly effective for lawyers who have recently joined an international
legal environment and would like to improve their drafting skills in
English.
o Course starts next Tuesday - if you want to join last minute, please
contact us directly - we are certain to facilitate it.
e 19-21 April (2,5-days, Frankfurt, Germany) - Compliance Training
o High-intensity in-person course on corporate compliance with an industry-
leading teacher. Highly recommended for everyone and their colleagues
who has compliance-related responsibilities.
e 23 May (One-day crash course) - Drafting International Contracts
o Also organised on 27 June

For more information and to register, please click the link below.

— Learn more

Let us know your thoughts!

A network is only as strong as the enthusiasm of its members. For that purpose, we
would like to strongly encourage company lawyers to utilise our platform fully. Whether
it is about a recent (inter)national legal/regulatory development, or about the evolving
role of the profession, or about other challenges that lawyers must tackle, from ESG to
Al - get it touch with us and share our thoughts with your peers!

— Get in touch!



https://3wgmf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/xnBfGJ6PUI0LrdXmLG3_TiVM4Yg7QmMrxIUDeGox1m6YEmhWJhXBMK59yYDD-Z3D12xBcLhq-WE2BycbUhLeqRAN-XbRbIXj2VnnI_smMbva_0U59kxMKWYkyJjNezzrcSvVC6byKpAb0fBlYjt28lIUYP9wr0j78_Xxz-iuetmuK02oqt7bEPPhvdsFPKGM7lHgGTX8LB_zOfMNbWP42aE
mailto:marten.mannis@gclc.eu?subject=The%20Briefing%3A%20Getting%20in%20touch%20

Upgrades on EU company law with an
emphasis on digitalisation expected

On 29 March 2023, the European Commissioner for Justice Didier Reynders presented a
proposal for a Directive aimed at upgrading digital company law in the EU. The
proposal’s main goals include improving transparency, fostering trust, and reducing the
administrative burden for companies, particularly SMEs, engaged in cross-border
activities within the EU.

— Learn more

The French Ministry of Justice starts work on
the confidentiality of in-house lawyers’
advice

Original interview conducted in French by Ondine Delaunay - The confidentiality of legal
advice given by in-house counsel as part of their employment has long been a highly
contested discussion in EU jurisprudence and within several EU Member States. France,
who has seen considerable legislative discussions on this topic over the past few years
has recently seen a draft text submitted by the Ministry of Justice. Jean-Philippe Gille,
President of the French Association of Company Lawyers (AFJE), gave an overview of
the ongoing developments in French, which has been translated here below.

— Learn more

I would like to personally thank everyone who has supported our network. We hope to
continue the fascinating dialogue that we have had on the evolving profession and the
challenges that await. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to get in touch with
us!

Kind regards

Marcus M. Schmitt

Managing Director


https://3wgmf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/rEAT8qlb7N5c9vWM462LiI2plm8xoAqV8k_WQ8qOCchda1ox_jZ1gOnZJ1VTxRMqMnRchZqeUPU-XiT_Bo8UokoY39_f5E60kvCeg9EaE7IywKU4_W3jgESvMn0vJEvYkwv61jluFBKShGHUitGcK8_hWJkdNa73PgXbhyfrm52okztGZXgor2wqjpO0VA2tiT5OLtfg7E81jSoOn_n18KrCJsGggGx-vZBK8g7NMez8ERDMjRL2RVTKcokgzkcIkY_Py-hxEIjPhEYlf7nxTEdnlkYit02XxrywGCaP2RCepVWmjwfDckQmWQlrjFA2R5kqShg
https://3wgmf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/x7cbC7ccON55QcNdqzw8pD9n_1Q69L4miZNtkOxvzNJyVAg1k7xWhIJsweAsVKsDVodM9Mkn6JWPKUi_tEK83SOY5qTLEMCk6FbYogUjSXSTi14SqWC4t1uF_a2dIcpS9X0sJdbrs6B0W-E0X5FjbqofYCSXFWZhVADFhs4G5CzaFkZB-36eoEVbISRlG3HfYmzAYXu1Gdb0yAMu-XgTglvUUJrzq-HRR0Gg0UXEJdDaFvspYPn-DJ74Q4rpmbL3fozq61Xc_A3aH7X6W8-bpqQRSvKl6obvQLWnLw9aecGr1DtrNjgQvnZms9qN9fXd4kP62G0rEIBiN766Nvct1dM-IBuNc3k
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